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RTE2002A Assist with prescribed burning 

Modification History 

Not applicable. 
 

Unit Descriptor 

This competency standard covers the process of assisting with prescribed burning for 

agricultural or natural resource purposes.  It requires the ability to assist with preparations for 

the burn, support the conduct of the burn and participate in clean up activities.  Assisting with 

prescribed burning requires knowledge of fire behaviour, extinguishing media and equipment, 

burning tactics and techniques, fire hazards, safety techniques, and organisations operating 

procedures. 
 

Application of the Unit 

Not applicable. 
 

Licensing/Regulatory Information 

Not applicable. 
 

Pre-Requisites 

Not applicable. 
 

Employability Skills Information 

Not applicable. 
 

Elements and Performance Criteria Pre-Content 

Not applicable. 
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Elements and Performance Criteria 

Elements and Performance Criteria 

Element Performance Criteria 

1 Assist with preparations for 

the burn  

1.1 Machinery and equipment to be used in the burn 

are prepared for use as directed. 

1.2 Safety equipment is checked and prepared for use. 

1.3 Information about contingency plans is read or 

listened to and clarification sought where required. 

1.4 Assets requiring protection during the burn are 

recognised and noted. 

1.5 Personal role and activities during the burn are 

checked with supervisor. 

1.6 Location and extent of the burn is discussed and 

clarified with the supervisor. 

2 Support conduct of burn 2.1 Assistance with pre-burn checks is provided as 

directed by the supervisor. 

2.2 Burn operations are undertaken in a safe manner. 

2.3 Problems or concerns during the burn are raised 

with the supervisor. 

2.4 Communication is maintained at all times in 

accordance with the organisation's procedures. 

2.5 Conditions at the fire are observed and their effect 

on fire behaviour and development are noted and 

reported to the supervisor. 

2.6 Weather conditions and changes to fire behaviour 

are observed and reported to the supervisor. 

2.7 A safe escape route is identified and maintained at 

all times. 

2.8 Personal protective equipment is fitted properly 

and worn throughout the burn. 
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3 Participate in clean up 

activities  

3.1 Cleaning-up activities are carried out under 

direction in accordance with the organisation's 

procedures. 

3.2 Personal protective equipment is cleaned and 

returned to storage. 

3.3 Machinery and equipment used in the burn are 

cleaned and returned to storage. 

3.4 Cleaning and maintenance are carried out in 

accordance with the organisation's procedures. 

 
 

Required Skills and Knowledge 

Not applicable. 
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Evidence Guide 

 

What evidence is required to demonstrate competence for this standard as a whole? 

Competence in assisting with prescribed burning requires evidence that there has been 

active and safe participation in a prescribed burn.  The skills and knowledge required to 

assist with prescribed burning must be transferable to a range of work environments and 

contexts.  For example, this could include different enterprises and reasons for burns.  

 

 

What specific knowledge is needed to 

achieve the performance criteria?  

Knowledge and understanding are essential 

to apply this standard in the workplace, to 

transfer the skills to other contexts, and to 

deal with unplanned events.  The knowledge 

requirements for this unit are listed below:     

fire behaviour 

extinguishing media and equipment 

burning tactics and techniques 

fire hazards, safety techniques 

organisations operating procedures.  

  

What specific skills are needed to achieve 

the performance criteria?  

To achieve the performance criteria, some 

complementary skills are required.  These 

skills include the ability to:     

assist with preparations for the burn 

support conduct of the burn 

participate in clean up activities.  
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What processes should be applied to this competency standard? 

There are a number of processes that are learnt throughout work and life, which are required 

in all jobs.  They are fundamental processes and generally transferable to other work 

functions.  Some of these are covered by the key competencies, although others may be 

added.  The questions below highlight how these processes are applied in this competency 

standard.  Following each question a number in brackets indicates the level to which the 

key competency needs to be demonstrated where 0 = not required, 1 = perform the process, 

2 = perform and administer the process and 3 = perform, administer and design the process.  

1. How can communication of ideas and 

information (1) be applied?  

Through radio and hand signals during the 

burn.  

2. How can information be collected, 

analysed and organised (1)?  

Through monitoring weather and condition 

of fire.  

3. How are activities planned and 

organised (1)?  

According to recognised fire safety practices 

and procedures.  

4. How can team work (1) be applied?  By participation with others in the burn 

preparation, conducting and cleaning up.  

5. How can the use of mathematical ideas 

and techniques (1) be applied?  

By determining line of sight for radio 

communications.  

6. How can problem-solving skills (1) be 

applied?  

Through observing weather and fire 

conditions and reporting to the supervisor.  

7. How can the use of technology (3) be 

applied?  

Through use of fire control equipment and 

communication systems.  

  

  

Are there other competency standards that could be assessed with this one? 

This competency standard could be assessed on its own or in combination with other 

competencies relevant to the job function.    

 

There is essential information about assessing this competency standard for consistent 

performance and where and how it may be assessed, in the Assessment Guidelines for 

this Training Package.  All users of these competency standards must have access to the 

Assessment Guidelines.  Further advice may also be sought from the relevant sector 

booklet.  
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Range Statement 

Range of Variables 

The Range of Variables explains the contexts within which the performance and knowledge 

requirements of this standard may be assessed.  The scope of variables chosen in training 

and assessment requirements may depend on the work situations available 

What machinery and equipment may be 

relevant to this competency standard?  

Tanker, hand tools, hose, small gear pump, 

and knapsack.  

What assets may need to be protected with 

prescribed burning  

Buildings, utilities (power and telephone 

lines, water supply structures, 

communications towers), public lands, area 

of rare or sensitive flora and fauna, other 

crops, tree plantations and other property.  

What conditions at the fire should be 

considered?  

Wind speed and direction, flame height, rate 

of spread and smoke development.  

What weather conditions may be relevant to 

this standard?  

Temperature, relative humidity, wind, and 

atmospheric stability.  

What personal protective equipment may 

be relevant to this standard?  

Overalls, gloves, eye protection, hearing 

protection, respiratory protection, safety 

boots, and accessories in accordance with the 

organisation's procedures  

For more information on contexts, environment and variables for training and assessment 

refer to the Sector Booklet.  

 

 
 

Unit Sector(s) 

Not applicable. 
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