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POLFORO004 Develop forensic crime scene expertise

Modification History

Release |Comments

1 This unit was released in POL Police Training Package release 1.0 and meets the
Standards for Training Packages.

This unit supersedes and is equivalent to PUAPOLB809 Develop forensic crime
scene expertise.

. Content and formatting updated to comply with new standards
« Unit recoded POL

« New Element added

« PCinElements 1 and 2 reordered

« New PC added to Element 1

.« PC1.10revised

. PC 2.9 removed

Application

This unit describes the skills required to develop expertise in forensic crime scene
investigation. This will include conducting applied research, presenting expert evidence,
conducting peer reviews, and maintaining discipline expertise.

This unit applies to specialist police staff as part of their involvement in the forensic crime
scene investigation discipline.

The skills and knowledge described in this unit must be applied within the legislative,
regulatory and policy environment in which they are carried out. Organisational policies and
procedures must be consulted and adhered to, particularly those related to quality
management, case management systems, forensic investigations and work health and safety
(WHS).

Those undertaking this unit would be required to work autonomously and as part of a team.
They would demonstrate the ability to manage a research project, conduct peer reviews, and
provide expert evidence. They would demonstrate knowledge of sciences as they apply to
crime scene investigation while performing sophisticated tasks across a broad range of
unpredictable contexts.

No licensing, legislative or certification requirements apply to unit at the time of publication.
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Competency Field

Forensics

Elements and Performance Criteria

ELEMENTS

PERFORMANCE CRITERIA

Elements describe the
essential outcomes

Performance criteria describe the performance needed to demonstrate
achievement of the element. Where bold italicised text is used,
further information is detailed in the range of conditions section.

1. Conduct applied
research

1.1 Develop hypothesis to guide research proposal.
1.2 Conduct a literature review using various search techniques.

1.3 Justify the research proposal in relation to the forensic discipline
supported by the jurisdiction.

1.4 Analyse research methodology in terms of suitability and
potential limitations.

1.5 Evaluate advantages and disadvantages of data/information
collection techniques.

1.6 Identify factors that may impact on reliability and validity of the
results to protect the integrity of the research project.

1.7 Identify resources for the research taking into consideration cost,
availability and access.

1.8 Identify alternative resources or methodologies to ensure that the
scope of the research project is met.

1.9 Evaluate hypothesis against the analysis findings and legal and
ethical considerations.

1.10 Review data and research findings for accuracy and compliance
with legal requirements.

1.11 Report research findings to inform broader forensic community.

2. Form an expert
opinion

2.1 Evaluate information relevant to the investigation critically to
form an expert opinion.

2.2 Develop alternative hypotheses to test the expert opinion.

2.3 Test hypotheses against information using scientific
methodology.

2.4 ldentify the most likely hypothesis to form a basis for the
opinion.

2.5 Acknowledge limitations of the information/evidence when
providing an expert opinion.

2.6 ldentify assumptions and factual premises on which evidence is
based to support the expert opinion.

2.7 Assess the expert opinion to determine whether it withstands
scrutiny.
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2.8 Justify opinions by explaining the process of reasoning.

3. Present expert 3.1Validate expert opinion using peer review.
opinion 3.2 Report expert opinion to inform investigation.

3.3 Prepare demonstrative tools to assist provision of expert
evidence.

3.4 Deliver expert opinion to aid judicial enquiry process.

3.5 Review expert opinion and delivery to identify future
improvements.

4. Undertake peer |4.1Review case work within a quality management system to
case work review validate results.

4.2 Review information in a case file to determine quality, accuracy
and completeness.

4.3 Form an independent opinion from reviewed information in
isolation from the case file opinion.

4.4 Compare the independent opinion with the case findings for
verification purposes.

4.5 Communicate feedback to the original author of the case file.

5. Evaluate 5.1 Identify sources of contemporary information that may be
scientific relevant to forensic investigations.

literature and | 5 2 Evaluate contemporary information to determine potential
research findings | applicability and suitability within forensic investigations.

critically 5.3 Develop recommendations on better practice based on
contemporary research and literature.

Foundation Skills

The foundation skills demands of this unit have been mapped for alignment with the
Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF). The following tables outline the performance
levels indicated for successful attainment of the unit.
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ACSF levels indicative of performance:

112|13[4|5(12|3(4|5(1|2|3|4|5(1[2[3|4[5|1]2|3]|4]|5

Oral

. Mumeracy
communication

Learning Reading Writing

Performance variables:

1213451123485 (1|23 ]|4]|565]| 123|435

Support Context Text complexity Task complexity

Further information on ACSF and the foundation skills underpinning this unit can be found in
the Foundation Skills Guide on the GSA website.

Unit Mapping Information

This unit supersedes and is equivalent to PUAPOLB809 Develop forensic crime scene
expertise.

Links

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet -
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=98c3984e-2cf1-48a8-8ed1-85e4b92e7351

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet -
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=98c3984e-2cf1-48a8-8ed1-85e4b92e7351

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet -
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=98c3984e-2cf1-48a8-8ed1-85e4b92e7351
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Assessment Requirements for POLFORO004 Develop forensic
crime scene expertise

Modification History

Release |Comments

1 These Assessment Requirements were released in POL Police Training Package
release 1.0 and meet the Standards for Training Packages.

. Assessment Requirements created drawing upon specified assessment
information from superseded unit

Performance Evidence

Evidence required to demonstrate competence must satisfy all of the requirements of the
elements and performance criteria. If not otherwise specified the candidate must demonstrate
evidence of performance of the following on at least one occasion.

. developing research proposals, including hypotheses, jurisdictional context and research
methodology

. collecting and collating information from diverse sources
. evaluating applied research proposals
. conducting applied research and presenting findings

. communicating information that includes the description of a complex opinion/point of
view/argument in a clear, concise manner to a wide range of audiences

. interpreting and analysing information critically to develop opinions

« justify conclusions/opinions and their rationale

« liaising with peers to review opinions of self and others

. presenting opinion evidence and reflecting on outcomes

. evaluating forensic information and its application to own professional context

Knowledge Evidence

Evidence required to demonstrate competence must satisfy all of the requirements of the
elements and performance criteria. If not otherwise specified the depth of knowledge
demonstrated must be appropriate to the job context of the candidate.

« jurisdictional quality management systems

. case law, current legislation pertaining to investigations, the legal provision of expert
evidence (including admissibility of expert evidence)

. federal court guidelines
. forensic disciplines
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« jurisdictional policies and procedures related to the authority to provide expert evidence

. own limitations and the boundaries of expert knowledge

. range and strength of opinions available for the interpretation of results, awareness of
impact on jury

. knowledge of sources of research and information related to forensic science

Assessment Conditions

This unit contains no specific industry-mandated assessment conditions. Guidance on
suggested and recommended conditions and methods can be found in the Implementation
Guide.

Assessors must satisfy the NVR/AQTF mandatory competency requirements for assessors.

Links

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet -
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=98c3984e-2cf1-48a8-8ed1-85e4b92e7351

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet -
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=98c3984e-2cf1-48a8-8ed1-85e4b92e7351

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet -
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=98c3984e-2cf1-48a8-8ed1-85e4b92e7351
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