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ICPCBF3710 Decorate paper 

Modification History 

Release Comments 

Release 1 This version first released with ICP Printing and Graphic Arts 

Training Package Version 4.0. 

 
 

Application 

This unit describes the skills and knowledge required to set up and use a range of paper and 
edge decorating techniques including marbling, gilding, gauffering, staining, sprinkling, 

spraying, burnishing and paste paper. 

It applies to individuals who perform a range of mainly routine tasks in various sectors of the 

printing and graphic arts industry, using limited practical skills and fundamental knowledge in 
a defined context. They generally work under direct supervision. 

No licensing, legislative or certification requirements apply to this unit at the time of 

publication. 

Unit Sector 

Converting, Binding and Finishing 

Elements and Performance Criteria 

ELEMENT PERFORMANCE CRITERIA 

Elements describe the 

essential outcomes. 

Performance criteria describe the performance needed to 

demonstrate achievement of the element. 

1. Prepare for job 1.1 Prepare surface to be decorated  

1.2 Trim, scrap and sand edges according to technique 

requirements   

1.3 Prepare apply size, mordant and glair  

2. Carry out marbling 2.1 Prepare bath according to selected technique requirements  

2.2 Select and set up equipment according to job and manufacturer 
specifications and work health and safety (WHS) requirements 

2.3 Mix colours according to consistency requirements 

2.4 Dip and remove substrate 

2.5 Rinse and dry substrate  
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ELEMENT PERFORMANCE CRITERIA 

3. Gild edges with leaf 3.1 Load book into laying press  

3.2 Apply and treat red bole or black lead  

3.3 Apply and burnish gold and glair  

4. Gild edges 
mechanically 

4.1 Load substrate into press 

4.2 Prepare substrate according to technical requirements 

4.3 Set up gilding machine according to requirements for pressure, 
heat and dwell time 

4.4 Apply gilding foil to substrate and use additives as required 

5. Carry out gauffering 5.1 Draw up design to be transferred  

5.2 Select and prepare tools 

5.3 Lock book into laying press 

5.4 Make impressions and confirm they meet job requirements  

6. Carry out staining or 
sprinkling or 

spraying 

6.1 Position and secure papers  

6.2 Prepare covering colour according to job specifications 

6.3 Apply colour with sponge, spray gun, roller or sprinkling brush  

7. Apply graphite 7.1 Lock book into laying press 

7.2 Apply graphite powder and burnish edges 

8. Carry out burnishing 8.1 Lock book into laying press 

8.2 Select tools according to job specifications  

8.3 Apply beeswax and burnish edges of book 

9. Make paste paper 9.1 Prepare paste according to consistency and colour 

requirements  

9.2 Create required patterns using brushes, combs, dies or pulling 
off as required  

 
 

Foundation Skills 

This section describes language, literacy, numeracy and employment skills incorporated in 
the performance criteria that are required for competent performance. 

Skill Description 

Reading  Identifies and interprets text to establish job requirements from 
information contained within relevant procedures and specifications 

Planning and 

organising  

 Plans, identifies and assembles resources required to complete tasks 

 Makes basic decisions about choice of techniques, equipment and 
materials 
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Unit Mapping Information 

Supersedes and is equivalent to ICPCBF371 Decorate paper. 

Links 

Companion Volume Implementation Guide is found on VETNet - 
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=a74b7a0f-a253-47e3-8be0-5d426e24131d 

 

https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=a74b7a0f-a253-47e3-8be0-5d426e24131d
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