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FWPSAW3228 Apply principles of blade design to sawing 

procedures 

Modification History 

Release Comments 

Release 2  This version released with FWP Forest and Wood Products Training 
Package Version 3.0. 

Release 1 This version released with FWP Forest and Wood Products Training 

Package Version 2.0. 

 
 

Application 

This unit of competency describes the outcomes required to maintain quality output by 
selecting blades for various sawing operations and by applying principles of blade design. 

Work is completed in a forest and wood products factory 

The unit applies to Sawmill Worker, Sawyer, Production Worker.  

No licensing, legislative, regulatory, or certification requirements apply to this unit at the time 
of publication. 

Pre-requisite Unit 

Nil 

Unit Sector 

Sawmilling and Processing 

Elements and Performance Criteria 

Element 

Elements describe 

the essential 
outcomes. 

Performance Criteria 

Performance criteria describe the performance needed to demonstrate 

achievement of the element. Where bold italicised text is used, further 
information is detailed in the range of conditions. 

1. Maintain quality 
output 

1.1 Follow quality system procedures for use and care of blades. 

1.2 Assess blades visually for defects before processing products and 

completing work. 

2. Apply blade 2.1 Classify blades, according to type and style suitable for different 
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design principles saws and production requirements. 

2.2 Identify and evaluate blade characteristics, properties and design 

capacities according to manufacturer’s specifications and production 
requirements. 

2.3 Select blades to suit material being cut and production requirements. 

2.4 Plan sawing to minimise blade damage and wear and optimise blade 
lifespan. 

3. Assess blade 

condition. 

3.1 Identify machinery and equipment issues that can cause product 

waste and adversely affect blade lifespan; resolve during day to day 
activities. 

3.2 Assess saw blade condition and recognise need to rectify blade wear 
and damage. 

3.3 Record and report blade faults to appropriate personnel according to 

blade design specifications. 

 
 

Foundation Skills 

This section describes those core and employment skills that are essential to performance and 
are not explicit in the performance criteria. 

Numeracy skills to:  measure blade characteristics for different blade types. 

Reading skills to:  interpret: 

 organisational quality system procedures 

 manufacturers’ blade specifications and maintenance 
recommendations. 

Writing skills to:  complete accurate basic records for blade faults. 

Planning and organising 
skills to: 

 plan use of blades according to work activities.  

Problem-solving skills to:  identify machining problems and resolve to avoid blade 
damage 

 identify and report blade wear, damage and faults. 

Technology skills to:  select appropriate blades to suit materials and production 
requirements. 
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Unit Mapping Information 

Code and title 

current version 
Code and title 

previous version 
Comments Equivalence 

status 

FWPSAW3228 
Apply principles of 

blade design to 
sawing procedures 

Release 2 

FWPSAW3228 Apply 
principles of blade 

design to sawing 
procedures Release 1 

Minor typographical errors 
corrected. 

Equivalent 
unit 

 
 

Links 

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet - 

https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=0d96fe23-5747-4c01-9d6f-3509f
f8d3d47 

 

https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=0d96fe23-5747-4c01-9d6f-3509ff8d3d47
https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=0d96fe23-5747-4c01-9d6f-3509ff8d3d47
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