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Assessment Requirements for ACMEQU308 Transport horses 

using a road vehicle 

Modification History 

Release Comments 

Release 1 This version released with ACM Animal Care and Management 
Training Package Version 5.0. 

 
 

Performance Evidence 

An individual demonstrating competency must satisfy all of the elements and performance 
criteria in this unit. 

There must be evidence that the individual has completed two separate horse transports, 
moving compliant and manageable horses by road from one location to another. One transport 
is for one horse and the other is for a group of at least two horses. In doing so, the individual 

must have completed at least one straight loading and at least one angle loading onto a 
transport vehicle. 

For at least one horse transport, the individual must have: 

 prepared regulatory documentation for transporting a horse across a border, including 
relevant biosecurity requirements 

 ensured horse and vehicle comply with cross-border biosecurity requirements  

 provided a rest break in which the horse is safely unloaded, watered, walked and reloaded. 

 

For each horse transport, the individual must have: 

 planned route and obtained any transport permits or documents required 

 identified at least three health and safety hazards to horses and workers, and assessed and 
controlled associated risks 

 selected, checked and correctly fitted personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 organised the horse transport vehicle, equipment and gear  

 used safe and low stress horse handling techniques  

 prepared and confirmed horse/s readiness for transport, including: 

 checked horse for signs of injury or illness 

 fitted required horse travel gear 

 selected, checked and correctly applied horse restraints  

 monitored the horse health and condition during and immediately after the journey 

 documented and reported the condition of the horse/s before, during and after transport to 
the client or owner 
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 safely unloaded and secured horse/s at the destination and safely secured them in an 

environment that is unfamiliar to the horses being transported. 
 

Knowledge Evidence 

An individual must be able to demonstrate the knowledge required to perform the tasks 
outlined in the elements and performance criteria of this unit. This includes knowledge of: 

 key features of legislative and regulatory requirements that relate to horse transport, 
including: 

 use of roads and public spaces 

 animal welfare  

 biosecurity and infection control 

 permits required, including application procedures and documentation  

 requirements for preparing horse transport vehicles for loading different classes of horses, 

including: 

 pregnant mares 

 mares and foals 

 weanlings 

 yearlings 

 colts 

 well educated horse 

 unpredictable horse 

 stallions 

 strategies and techniques for preparing different classes of horses for transport 

 suitability of transport vehicles for different horses, including: 

 load capacity, taking into account legal load limits for vehicles and floats  

 design, configuration and layout 

 thermal insulation 

 ventilation 

 monitoring technology 

 vehicle condition, including tyres, brake lights and floor 

 welfare considerations relevant to transporting horses, including: 

 distance to be travelled and required rest breaks 

 weather (temperature and humidity) 

 air quality and flow of air 

 restraints 

 feed and water 

 signs of travel sickness or distress 

 horse type or size specific requirements  

 low stress handling techniques 

 workplace policies for use of horse transport vehicles and equipment 
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 common workplace health and safety requirements and practices relating to transporting 

horses, including: 

 hazard identification, and risk assessment and risk control and reporting 

 types and purpose of PPE 

 safe methods of handling, loading and restraining horses in vehicles  

 workplace horse health monitoring and reporting systems and practices. 
 

Assessment Conditions 

Assessment of the skills in this unit of competency must take place under the following 
conditions: 

 physical conditions: 

 an equine workplace or an environment that accurately represents workplace 

conditions 

 resources, equipment and materials: 

 live horses specified in the performance evidence, assessed as suitable for the 
assessment of this unit and the individual being assessed 

 horse transport vehicles required for the tasks specified in the performance evidence 

 horse gear, equipment, tools and materials required for the tasks specified in the 

performance evidence, including PPE  

 specifications: 

 workplace procedures and documentation for horse transport 

 biosecurity requirements related to transporting horses, including across borders  

 relationships: 

 client or owner. 

The Companion Volume: User Guide: Safety in Equine Training provides advice and sample 
templates to assist assessors with the risk assessments that should be undertaken to help 

ensure the safety of all involved in the assessment. 

Assessors of this unit must satisfy the requirements for assessors in applicable vocational 

education and training legislation, frameworks and/or standards. 

Links 

Companion Volumes, including Implementation Guides, are available at VETNet: - 

https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=b75f4b23-54c9-4cc9-a5db-d3502d154103 

 

https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=b75f4b23-54c9-4cc9-a5db-d3502d154103
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