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PSPRAD005 Handle and transport radioactive material 

Modification History 

Release Comments 

1 This unit was released in PSP Public Sector Training Package release 1.0 and 
meets the Standards for Training Packages.  

 

This unit supersedes and is equivalent to PSPRAD303 Handle and transport 

radioactive material. 

 

 Unit code updated 

 Content and formatting updated to comply with the new standards 

 All PC transitioned from passive to active voice 

 
 

Application 

This unit describes the skills required to safely pick up and deliver an item containing 
radioactive material. This involves checking the item and paperwork before transport; 

loading, segregating and unloading; safely and securely transporting; and handing the material 
over to the user or consignee. These tasks may be performed with the authorisation of the 

competent authority in the Australian states or territories in which the transport occurs. 

This unit applies to personnel who handle and transport materials, articles, instruments and/or 
containers that emit ionising radiation within Australia by road, rail, waterways, sea or air. 

The skills and knowledge described in this unit must be applied within the legislative, 
regulatory and policy environment in which they are carried out. Organisational policies and 

procedures must be consulted and adhered to. 

Those undertaking this unit would work independently, performing routine tasks in a familiar 
context. 

No licensing, legislative or certification requirements apply to unit at the time of publication. 

Competency Field 

Radiation Safety 
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Elements and Performance Criteria 

ELEMENTS PERFORMANCE CRITERIA 

Elements describe 
the essential 

outcomes 

Performance criteria describe the performance needed to demonstrate 
achievement of the element. Where bold italicised text is used, 

further information is detailed in the range of conditions section. 

1. Prepare for 

pick-up of items 
1.1 Ensure compliance with licence, permit and vehicle requirements 

that apply to carrier of consigned items. 

1.2 Confirm pick-up arrangements and specific requirements for 
loading, segregation, stowage, carriage, handling and unloading 

of the items. 

1.3 Check that vehicle and communication devices are in good 
working order. 

1.4 Ensure that required emergency response information is in 
vehicle cabin. 

2. Check items 

prior to 

transport 

2.1 Check that each item is intact. 

2.2 Quarantine any item not safe for transport or with inconsistent 
paperwork, and promptly advise relevant personnel. 

2.3 Check that size, weight, contents, packaging and label 
information for each item matches accompanying consignor’s 

declaration. 

2.4 Check that carrier copies of required transport documents are 
present, accurate and complete. 

2.5 Confirm that non-fixed external contamination of items does not 
exceed specified limit. 

2.6 Confirm that maximum radiation level from any surface of items 

does not exceed specified limit. 

3. Safely stow and 

transport items 

3.1 Use radiation protection and safety procedures and manual 

safe-handling procedures when handling items. 

3.2 Ensure that each item is securely stowed and segregated. 

3.3 Record receipt of items. 

3.4 Ensure that required dangerous goods signs/placards are attached 
to vehicle in correct positions. 

3.5 Deliver items using agreed routes and schedules. 

3.6 Ensure security of items when vehicle is unattended. 

3.7 Arrange for safe, secure storage of items in accordance with the 

relevant code during extended stops or breaks in transit, during 
trans-shipment and if delivery cannot be completed. 

4. Complete 

delivery of items 
4.1 Check that each item is intact and matches consignor’s 

declaration before handover to user or consignee. 

4.2 Quarantine any item that has visible damage or inconsistent 
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paperwork and promptly advise relevant personnel. 

4.3 Advise user or consignee of any specified requirements for the 
safe and secure interim storage of items. 

4.4 Complete and file relevant transport documents. 

5. Respond to 

potential or 

actual 

emergency 

incidents 

5.1 Recognise unusual situations, unexpected hazards, and potential 
or actual emergency incidents. 

5.2 Inform relevant personnel about the situation, hazard or incident 
and seek their advice. 

5.3 Initiate appropriate workplace emergency first response. 

 
 

Foundation Skills 

Foundation skills are embedded within the elements and performance criteria of this unit. 

Unit Mapping Information 

This unit supersedes and is equivalent to PSPRAD303 Handle and transport radioactive 

material. 

Links 

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet - 
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=bebbece7-ff48-4d2c-8876-405679019623 

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet - 
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=bebbece7-ff48-4d2c-8876-405679019623 

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet - 

https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=bebbece7-ff48-4d2c-8876-405679019623 

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet - 

https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=bebbece7-ff48-4d2c-8876-405679019623 
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