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FWPCOT3201 Hand sharpen knives and blades 

Modification History 

Release Comment 

1 Replaces equivalent unit FPICOT3201B Hand sharpen knives and blades, 

which was first released with FPI11 Forest and Forest Products Training 
Package Version 2.2.  

This is the first release of this unit in the new standards format. 

 
 

Application 

This unit of competency describes the outcomes required to hand sharpen knives and blades 
for a variety of machines. The work is performed in a forest products factory setting.  

The unit applies to Sawmill Worker, Production Worker, Machine Operator, Technician.  

No licensing, legislative, regulatory, or certification requirements apply to this unit at the time 
of publication. 

Pre-requisite Unit 

Nil 

Unit Sector 
Harvesting and Haulage 

Sawmilling and Processing 

Timber Manufactured Products 

Wood Panel Products 
 

Elements and Performance Criteria 

Elements describe the 
essential outcomes. 

Performance criteria describe the performance needed to 
demonstrate achievement of the element. Where bold italicised text is 

used, further information is detailed in the range of conditions. 

1. Prepare for 
sharpening 

1.1 Review work order is reviewed and clarify with appropriate 
personnel. 

1.2 Remove knives and blades to be sharpened from designated 
machinery. 

1.3 Select sharpening equipment appropriate to work requirements 
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and check for operational effectiveness. 

1.4 Plan sharpening process is in line with site procedures and 

environmental requirements. 

1.5 Establish and maintain communication with others to ensure 

work site is safe. 

2. Assess condition 
and set up knives and 
assemblies 

2.1 Assess cutting performance of knife for sharpening requirements. 

2.2 Clean knife holders to enterprise standards. 

2.3 Assess condition of knife holder and correct defects. 

2.4 Select jig setting for knife assembly. 

2.5 Separate and reassemble knife assembly in line with 

manufacturer’s recommendations. 

3. Sharpen knives and 
blades 

3.1 Clean excess build-up from knives or blades and inspect for 
defects, replacing those unable to be repaired by sharpening.  

3.2 Select geometry for knives or blades from manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

3.3 Select manual sharpening equipment and suitable attachment for 

holding the knife or blade. 

3.4 Feed sharpening equipment across blade, into cutting edge, to 

obtain clean cutting edge that conforms with geometric requirements 
without defects and burns. 

3.5 Inspect blade or knife after sharpening for accuracy, and hone 

remaining burrs to obtain a sharp cutting edge. 

3.6 Record and report sharpening and equipment faults to the 
appropriate personnel. 

 
 

Foundation Skills 

This section describes those core and employment skills that are essential to performance and 
are not explicit in the performance criteria. 

Numeracy skills to:  identify the pitch and angle that a knife or blade is sharpened at. 

 
 

Range of Conditions 

Not Applicable 
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Unit Mapping Information 

FPICOT3201B Hand sharpen knives and blades. 

Links 

Companion Volume implementation guides are found in VETNet - 
https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=0d96fe23-5747-4c01-9d6f-3509f

f8d3d47 

 

https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=0d96fe23-5747-4c01-9d6f-3509ff8d3d47
https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=0d96fe23-5747-4c01-9d6f-3509ff8d3d47
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